It is interesting to be pointed out that not only the manner of decomposi tion of glucose but also the optical rotation of lactic acid produced from koji extract was found to be different between the short bacilli and the streptococci. Table I shows that all the streptococci produced totally l-lactic acid excepting only one strain with which the lactic acid consisting of 70% of l-and 30% of dl-forms was obtained, while l-lactic acid was never found 154 [Vol. 10 in the products with the short bacilli, since d-or dl-lactic acid were obtained with each 7 strains and the other 6 strains produced the acid consisting of the above two forms.
